
1. In order to answer how AI-induced fields are subject to 

varying degrees of legitimacy and processes of 

institutionalization, I develop a framework that 

incorporates views from institutional theory and 

information systems theory (below). 

 

 

 

3. I find that, across the fields of Facial Recognition, 

Autonomous Vehicles, Recommender Engines, Smart Speakers, 

GPT-3 and Deepfakes, issues in terms of legitimization are 

especially  relevant in terms of (1) altered power-dependencies 

between humans and machines, (2) questions over data-use and 

control, as well as (3) unelaborate institutional infrastructure. 

These are all obstacles to the wider institutionalization of several 

AI- fields.  
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2. Next I apply the concept of Pathways of change in order 

to enable a more dynamic view on how AI-fields are likely 

to move between conditions corrosponding to their relative 

elaboration of Digital and Institutional Infrastructutre as 

well as coherency in terms of Logics (below). 
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